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Designer of the month…. 

This month, we celebrate the incredible talents and 

dedication of Joe in Year 10, as our Design & 

Technology Designer of the Month.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Turn the pages to find out more……… 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Message from the Headteacher 
 

Welcome to our December 2024 
newsletter. As always, you will find lots of 
articles highlighting Neatherd pupils’ 
talents and the fantastic range of 
opportunities available in our school. 

 
In recent weeks, our Year 11s have been working hard 
on their mock exams. Pupils from all year groups have 
also been busily preparing for next half-term’s school 
production. Hundreds of pupils have been receiving 
their bronze, silver and gold stars to recognise their 
achievements and, last week, the school came together 
to raise money for Save The Children on its annual 
Christmas Jumper Day.  

 
As ever, I feel very privileged to be the Head of a school 
where everyone plays their part in creating a safe, 
happy and supportive environment in which children 
can achieve their best. Our staff are second to none. 
Our pupils are hardworking, respectful and 
compassionate. Visitors this term have remarked on 
how calm, supportive and purposeful the school feels.  
 
As we prepare for a well-deserved break, I would like to 
wish everyone a happy Christmas. We look forward to 
seeing pupils again on Tuesday 7th January. 
 
Mr J. Mallett 

Headteacher 
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Local businesspeople help pupils overcome their fear of interviews 

Yr11 pupils at Neatherd High School test the job market  

To attend an interview is a very daunting experience for most of us – let alone 

if you have never done it before. All pupils who are now in Year 11 will be in 

exactly that situation very soon when they have to apply for college courses, 

training or apprenticeships for when they leave school next summer. 

In order for pupils to overcome these interview fears, Neatherd’s Careers team arranged for local businesspeople to 

come in and give every single pupil a “Mock interview” for a job of their choice.  Representatives from the sectors of 

health, construction, engineering, law, agriculture, animal care, police, performing arts, IT and other professionals 

from many different job fields gave up their valuable time to interview the pupils and give feedback on their 

application documents and their interview manners. 

“We are very grateful to the external professionals to come in and interview us,” says Neve. “We were quite nervous 

about being interviewed, but really enjoyed the experience and now feel more confident for any future interviews”. 

“Ryan was an excellent candidate with good engagement, he should do very well in his future job”, says Lee Hunton 

of Machined Precision Components Ltd.   

Shaun Taylor from Butcher Andrews solicitors also gave up his time to help with the interviews. He had some very 

positive feedback about Marina: “This was an excellent interview; Marina gave fantastic, detailed answers and 

showed a great passion for law.”  

“Liam is really confident and it shines through. He answered all my questions very well and asked some good 

questions himself,” was the verdict of Holly Everitt of Larking & Gowen.  

Marion Broughton 
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Writer of the month….. 

 

Hector in Year 9 has been 

selected for publication by 

Young Writers in their Fright 

Club Ghost Stories 2024.  

 
The Old Man and the Key 

 

In this realm there lurked in a forest a village that had 

the stain of death that cursed it. In the deep depth of 

this village there stood a wooden mansion with a 

cobbled stone path.  No-one knew what was lurking 

in the old woodland mansion. When people went 

there they came out differently. They are always 

shaking and no-one could understand what happens 

in the mansion. It was like an old brain teaser. A 

mystery… 

 

The secret was eating me up. I had to know what 

happened in there. 

 

The mansion door was dusty like the top of an old 

cabinet you can never reach. It was thick with a layer 

that smothered it like ink that you can’t get off your 

fingers. As I latched my hands on the door handle, I 

pulled but it would not open. I had glimpsed an old 

wooden key in the village which was held by an old 

man. I offered him ten shillings, but he slowly shook 

his head, refused money and passed me the wooden 

key with an evil grin. 

 

I looked deeper at the key.  I wondered why it was so 

clean. I saw it had scratches on it, like the claws of a 

gargoyle. With a trembling hand, I opened the door.  

 

Opening the door there was a huge shadow crawling 

towards me. There was a creature that lurked in 

those shadows.  The man with the key 

laughed and laughed. 

 

 

 

  

 

Annual Roast Dinner Day 

 

We were delighted to host our annual Roast Dinner 

Day in the canteen in November. Patrons from Eckling 

Grange Care Home and pupils from Toftwood and 

Dereham Church infant schools sat down with the 

Gardening Club to enjoy a delicious roast dinner.  
 

We are very proud of the food culture we have at 

Neatherd and we love getting the local community 

involved with the fantastic work that the canteen staff 

do every single day. Compliments to the chef! 

BAE Systems, RAF, and Royal 

Navy STEM Roadshow  

Year 8 had an unforgettable experience with the BAE 

Systems, RAF, and Royal Navy STEM Roadshow.  

Pupils explored the world of electricity—what it is, 

how it's made, and how it powers our world—through 

hands-on experiments.  
 

They created a human circuit, experimented with a 

Van de Graaff generator, and watched Mr. Phillips 

and Mr. McFadyen pedal a turbine to light up an LED 

display. 
 

The session also highlighted exciting STEM careers 

and the cutting-edge work of BAE Systems, the Royal 

Navy and the RAF. A huge thank you to the roadshow 

team for inspiring the next generation of innovators!  
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Iceland Trip – October 2024 

 

What an amazing 5 days full of adventure and wonder in the land of ice and 

fire! The pupils did so well on the long and at times challenging journey to 

Iceland, staying positive despite issues with the Icelandic coach. The Blue 

Lagoon is a sensational first stop for the pupils, the highlight for many! Here 

they are relaxing in the luxurious lagoon with a facial mask and free drink, 

exploring the waterfall and sauna!  
 

The second day was the South 

Island Day with the brilliant 

Stora Dimon climb in 

challenging frosty conditions, 

but it was worth it for the 

amazing views at the top. A 

couple of stunning waterfalls 

including a walk behind the 

impressive Selandjafoss, a walk on a black beach and a walk to a glacier all made for a truly amazing day, all enjoyed in 

glorious sunshine. 
 

The third day we took a ferry across to Heimaey Island, where the pupils were unbelievably resilient in climbing to the 

very top of the active Eldfell volcano, getting to see the moonscape at the top. We had a fascinating audio tour of the 

Eldheimar Museum, before a great swim in the pool on the island. A smooth ferry trip back was enjoyed, particularly as 

the pupils could buy some chips!  
 

The Golden Circle day did not disappoint with more 

waterfalls, the erupting Geysir Hot Springs and the amazing 

Thingviller National Park. Our last night at the Viking 

Restaurant was extra special, being illuminated by the 

Northern Lights as we stepped outside.   
 

There is no doubt that fitting in so much makes for long and 

tiring days, but the early starts and late nights were well 

worth it for what the pupils have seen and done. The staff 

on the trip were brilliant, helping everything run smoothly. 

Mr O’Brien enjoyed a special birthday seeing the Northern 

Lights, Miss Clarke will be known as Dr Clarke, Mr Dent 

mistakenly told off some Icelandic teenagers (thinking they were Neatherd pupils!) for having their feet on the ferry chairs, 

and Miss Stratton-Lawrence had a chance meeting with her old Geography teacher in Thingviller!!  
 

Above everything else on this trip, for me, the most amazing aspect was the 

conduct and attitude of the pupils. The support they give each other was 

amazing, whether that was to keep climbing to the top or to go down a 

waterslide, the kindness and encouragement pupils showed was remarkable. 

A fantastic 5 days!  
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This year we have 20 pupils working towards their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award.  Participants are engaged in a series 

of self-improvement activities, including skills, volunteering and physical challenges. The award not only encourages 

personal growth but also fosters a sense of community, seeing young people taking on roles within local youth groups, 

mentoring those younger or less experienced than themselves.  This responsibility helps them gain confidence, discover 

their potential and contribute positively to society. 

On Sunday 1st December, we completed a sponsored walk.  We split into three groups.  Each group followed a different 

route to gain experience in navigation and walking as a group over distance.  This gave them an insight to the Bronze 

expedition. Despite the weather and a few wrong turns, everyone finished in good spirits.   
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School Production 

  

This year we have two shows for the price of one. This first half is an original play called 'A Tale 

of Two Lizzies' and the second half is the musical 'SIX: Teen edition'.  To purchase tickets please 

use the following link: Your Box Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://yourboxoffice.co.uk/dereham-neatherd-high-school/1196-dnhs-presents-a-tale-of-two-lizzies-and-six-teen-edition
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Artist of the month…. 

 

We are pleased to announce that our Artist of the Month is Oonagh. 

They have already demonstrated a superb level of skill within their 

observational studies and a beautiful use of tonal mark making within 

each piece produced so far. 

The cup was the first piece of homework of the GCSE course and showed 

the art and photography department just how skilful Oonagh is as an 

artist. We all look forward to seeing how their work continues to develop 

and are already very proud.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Designer of the month….  

 
 

Joe is a true enthusiast when it comes to all things tech and design, demonstrating a passion 
that extends well beyond the classroom.   
 
A standout member of our Design School and an active participant in the Lego League, Joe 
thrives on pushing the boundaries of innovation. At home, he has taken his love of 
technology to the next level, investing in his own Bambu Lab 3D printer. This state-of-the-
art machine allows Joe to print intricate designs in multiple PLA colours, showcasing his skills 
in turning creative ideas into tangible products.   
 
Among Joe’s impressive creations are personalized mugs and stylish bags, crafted using the 
school’s sublimation printer. His ability to combine cutting-edge technology with design flair 
makes his work stand out.   
 
Joe is also deeply involved in the Lego League’s Submerged Theme Challenge, where he and 
his team are building robots capable of performing a range of underwater-inspired tasks. 
Competing against hundreds of other schools, Joe’s technical expertise and teamwork are 
key to the group’s progress in this exciting competition.   
 
Check out the photos of Joe’s recent 3D-printed designs – they’re a testament to his 
creativity, precision, and enthusiasm for technology. Congratulations, Joe, for being a 
shining example of what can be achieved with skill, passion and determination in Design & 
Technology!   
 
Keep up the fantastic work, Joe – we can’t wait to see what you create 
next!   
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Calling all Year 9s – win yourselves Amazon vouchers by 

entering this competition before 7th February 2025! 

  
  

  

Library News 

On Thursday 3rd October, Year 7s were treated to an event which will, hopefully, kickstart a 

lifelong interest in poetry. Three members of the artistic collective, Dead Poets Live, which 

comprises classically trained actors, came into school and gave the pupils a fantastic 

introduction to poetry, bringing it alive with a bang! Pupils were encouraged to stand and beat 

out rhythms, shout and echo what the actors were saying, ending with some well-known lines 

from Shakespeare and others. Pupils also created their own poems and acted themselves!  This 

made for an excellent introduction to a much-misunderstood art form. 

The Library’s year started really well with Year 7 pupils choosing a book from the library which they will receive as a 

Christmas present at the end of term. They could choose any one of the books from a super range of selected books, 

as shown in the picture below. The books have arrived in school and will be delivered to the children during one of 

their last English lessons of the term. 
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Christmas Bake Off 

The Christmas Bake Off was on Wednesday 11th December and ALL 

houses were represented with 14 teams taking part including a 

teacher team leader in each group.  

The competition was tough and VERY competitive (especially with 

the teachers) and the creations were stunning and delicious.  

Congratulations to Jasmine and Maddie for their delicious and beautifully decorated Mint Flavoured 

Yule Log. The Judges Mr Mallett, Ms Webb, Mr Taylor and Mrs Temple couldn’t stop eating it.  

It was so great to see so many people taking part and congratulations to Fry house 

for winning.  

Special thanks goes to Miss Rawcliffe and Mrs 

Temple for organising the event and to Mr I. Taylor 

for creating the highly coveted Bake Off wooden 

spoon trophies.  
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Extra-curricular sport and fitness opportunities at Neatherd 

In addition to our many lunchtime sports clubs that are on offer here at 

Neatherd, we have three fantastic after school opportunities up and running. 

Wheelchair Basketball Club, run by Hoopstars, is held on Mondays for 

anyone who would like to participate in this fantastic sport.  

NR Fitness hold a Mum and Daughters Fitness Club in our gym after school 

on Thursdays, open to all girls and their grown-ups! These both start at 

3.30pm and finish at 4.30pm.  

ICS Coaching offer a SEND Multisports Club at lunchtimes on Thursdays. 

These clubs are funded by Active Norfolk as part of their Opening Schools 

Facilities programme with a view to engaging the wider community – so 

please take advantage of these super free offers. Come and join us for post-

Christmas games and fitness fun!  

For more information about all of our clubs, please see our website CLUBS 

 

 

 
 
 
 

House Points Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Most house points: year to date 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A grand total of 554,542 house points have been 

awarded so far this school year.  
 

That’s an average of 473 per pupil.  
 

Well done everyone – keep up the good work!

 

CAVELL 131,463 

COWPER 145,444 

FRY 138,055 

WOLLASTON 139,580 

7 George L. 1231 
8 Erin S. 925 
9 Arabella L. 1410 

10 Cameron C. 955 
11 Harvey S. 691 

https://neatherd.org/inc/Search/
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Dates for your diary 

January 
 

  7th  School re-opens to all pupils 
  13th            KS3 mid-year assessments 

21st-23rd    School production 
21st            Y11 trip to Norwich Playhouse - Macbeth 
22nd          Y11 History trip to Norwich Castle 
23rd            Y10 trip to Norwich Playhouse - Macbeth 
30th           Y10 parents evening 
 

February 
 

4th              Y11 exams information evening  
6th              Y9 Options evening 
13th            Y11 apprenticeship workshop 
17th -21st   Half-term break 
24th            Y9 DTP & Men. ACWY vaccinations 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year  

from all at  

Dereham Neatherd High School 


